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CHAPTER 16 
QUICKBOOKS DESKTOP VERSUS QUICKBOOKS ONLINE



CHAPTER 16 OVERVIEW

• To meet different QuickBooks users' needs, Intuit offers 
several different versions of QuickBooks 

• Clients often ask their accountants for QuickBooks 
recommendations



QUICKBOOKS VERSIONS

Quickbooks 
Versions

QuickBooks Desktop  
(QBDT)

QuickBooks Online 
(QBO)

Client/User QuickBooks Pro 
QuickBooks Premier 
QuickBooks Enterprise

QuickBooks Online

Accounting Firm QuickBooks Accountant QuickBooks Online Accountant



QUICKBOOKS OPTIONS

• QuickBooks Online advantages include anytime 
anywhere access 

• QuickBooks Desktop typically has more features and 
functionality 



QUICKBOOKS USER OPTIONS

• QuickBooks Desktop 

‣ QuickBooks Pro 

‣ QuickBooks Premier 

‣ QuickBooks Enterprise  

• QuickBooks Online



QUICKBOOKS ACCOUNTANT OPTIONS

• QuickBooks Desktop Accountant 

• QuickBooks Online Accountant



QUICKBOOKS ACCOUNTANT OPTIONS

• Which option the accountant chooses (QuickBooks 
Desktop Accountant or QuickBooks Online 
Accountant) is typically dictated by client use  

• QuickBooks Desktop files are not necessarily 
compatible with QuickBooks Online



TO LEARN MORE… SEE CHAPTER 16


